Whatcom County’s
Maritime Industry
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Did you know...?

¢ Every maritime job in Whatcom County supports a
total of 1.8 jobs across the county, including jobs in
retail, wholesale, and various consumer and household
services.

Maritime logistics and shipping is the county’s
largest maritime sector in terms of both
employment and wages. This sector includes jobs
related to tugboats, freight logistics, shipping, and the
Port of Bellingham's maritime activities, among others.

Whatcom County is home to more than 1,000
people active in commercial fisheries—in both local
and Alaska waters. Over 400 Alaska skippers and crew
members lived in Whatcom County in 2023.

Recreational boating represented $17 million in
spending in Whatcom County in 2023. Boaters make
a wide variety of purchases from local businesses and
organizations, such as fuel, boat repair, equipment,
and sportfishing licenses.
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For more than a century, maritime has been a core pillar of the Whatcom
County economy—and much longer as a way of life for the Lummi and
Nooksack nations. In 2023, Whatcom County maritime businesses and
operations directly employed 3,600 workers, collectively earning

$230 million in income. When counting the multiplier effects (when
maritime businesses and workers make local purchases), the industry
accounted for 6,400 jobs and $416 miillion in income. Whatcom's
maritime industry is diverse, representing a wide range of businesses and
occupations: tugboats, commercial fishermen, marinas, freight companies,
engineers, kayak tours, job training, welders, rope manufacturers, sportfishing,
ferries, cold storage, and shipyards, to name just a few.

Whatcom County’s maritime industry is expanding to meet a wide range

of opportunities in both traditional and emerging markets including green
marine technology, sustainable food supply, and international shipping. For
example, local boat builder All American Marine recently built the world’s first
commercial hydrogen fuel cell passenger ferry. Northline Seafoods built the
400-foot Hannah, now revolutionizing the processing industry as an all-in-one
solution for buying, freezing, shipping, storing, and distributing wild Alaskan
salmon. Tidal Vision developed an innovative technology using discarded crab
shells to extract and transform the valuable industrial chemical chitosan into
water treatment solutions now used throughout the world. Corvus Energy
opened its first U.S.-based marine battery manufacturing plant in Bellingham.
The Port of Bellingham's redevelopment of the Bellingham Shipping Terminal
will spur additional maritime job growth: dock replacement and electrification,
restoration of navigation depth, reestablishment of a direct rail connection,
and contamination removal will greatly enhance the Port’s ability to handle

a diverse range of cargo. Through these and other planned developments,
Whatcom County’s maritime industry is expected to strengthen its role in
providing economic opportunity and living wage jobs for local residents.



